Foundations of Writing Evidence-Based Arguments Student Activity

lilyPD

Grab-N-Go

Quote, Paraphrase, or Summarize Decision Tree

Task: Use the decision tree to determine whether to quote, paraphrase, or summarize.

Decision Tree

( Evidence that supports my claim

|

Are the exact words the evidence? Quote it
Striking, precise, or technical Only the words needed

Do a few key words carry the point? Blend it

Rest can be my words Paraphrase, quote key words

Do | need one specific idea? Paraphrase it
Detail from one passage Your words, same detail

Do | need the big picture? Summarize it
Long passage or whole source Main idea, much shorter

Pause and recheck
Does it support my claim?

Self—Checks}\‘

Could | paraphrase it and lose nothing? Is the sentence still mostly my own?

Did | quote only the words that matter? Are the quoted words short and exact?
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Did | change more than a few words? Is it much shorter than the original?

Is the author's meaning unchanged? Does it leave out my own opinion?

Did | cite the source, and explain how this evidence supports my claim?
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