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Evidence Strategy: Evidence Remix

Task: Take the same piece of evidence from “We’re Holding Gen Z to a Standard that Doesn’t Make Sense” from USA Today and practice
incorporating it into writing three different ways to see how it sounds: quoting, paraphrasing, and summarizing.

Evidence Quote It! Paraphrase It! Summarize It!

But more language and
more information have not
eliminated distress. In
2023, 40% of U.S. high
school students reported
persistent feelings of
sadness or hopelessness.

A student who struggles in
algebra may come alive
building a robot. Another
may find herself editing
the school newspaper,
tutoring a younger
student, playing cello,
organizing a food drive, or
encountering a teacher
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https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/columnist/2026/09/07/gen-z-lazy-lonely-jobs-anxiety/91548350007/
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/73/su/su7304a9.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/73/su/su7304a9.htm
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who notices something in
her she has not yet
learned to see in herself.

These experiences are not
peripheral to education.
They are often where

motivation begins.

Motivation cannot simply
be commanded into
existence. It grows when
young people experience
themselves as capable,
connected and needed -
when they can imagine a
future self worth working
toward and believe they
have something to
contribute.
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