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Credibility Activity: Tone Swap 

 
 
Task:  Work with a partner to examine how different tones affect your argument.  
 
Instructions: 

1.​ Grab a partner.  
2.​ Together, look at a WAGOLL for argument-writing and determine the tone. (This list of tone 

words might help you!)  
 
 

WAGOLL Tone How We Know 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
3.​ Now, select two other tones you might wish to strike in your argument writing in addition to 

the tone you noted from the WAGOLL. Explain your argument to your partner in that tone, 
jotting down what you are doing to achieve that tone.  

 
 

 Tone #1 (from the 
WAGOLL): 

 
 

Tone #2: Tone #3: 

What I do to achieve 
this tone: 
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4.​ Select one tone you wish to use in your argument-writing piece.  

 
 

Tone for my argument writing piece:   

 
5.​ Look at the list of things you did to achieve this tone in your partner practice. Then, go do 

those things in your piece of argument-writing.  
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