
 

 
Research Organizer: Quotes & Notes

 
 

Instructions: After reading a source, select at least one quote or passage that you think is important to understanding the 
source as a whole. Use the graphic organizer to break down the passage and record your thinking. For each passage, 
complete both green sections (required) and challenge yourself to complete the yellow and red sections (more advanced). 
Repeat this process for each source you read, adding a new table for each source. See page 2 for a completed example. 
 

Source:  

Quotes Notes 

 Summarize 
(observe what the source said & 

restate it in your own words) 

Analyze 
(draw your own conclusions 

about the topic being discussed) 

Synthesize 
(connect the source & your analysis to 

other periods/places/events /ideas) 

Questions I Have… 
(ask at least two questions 

about this source) 

●​  ●​  ●​  ●​  
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Quotes Notes 

 Summarize 
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restate it in your own words) 

Analyze 
(draw your own conclusions 

about the topic being discussed) 

Synthesize 
(connect the source & your analysis to 

other time periods places/ events 
/ideas) 

Questions I Have… 
(ask at least two questions 
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Source:  
Douglass, Frederick. Frederick Douglass Papers: Speech, Article, and Book File, -1894; Speeches and Articles by Others.; Wells-Barnett, Ida B. - 1894, 1846, page 9. Manuscript/Mixed Material. 

https://www.loc.gov/item/mss1187900854/.  

Quotes Notes 

 

Summarize 
(observe what the source said & 

restate it in your own words) 

Analyze 
(draw your own conclusions about 

the topic being discussed) 

Synthesize 
(connect the source & your analysis 

to other periods/places/events 
/ideas) 

Questions I Have… 
(ask at least two questions 

about this source) 

 
●​ Wells argues that the U.S. 

government gave African 
Americans (A.A.) the right 
to vote but no protections 
for that right 

●​ The KKK and other 
domestic terrorists were 
incessantly attacking the 
A.A. community from 
1865-1872 out of fear of 
losing their control within 
the government and 
society 

●​ Black men still clung to 
franchisement and were 
willing “to go to their 
graves” to try to exercise 
that right 

●​ The right to vote without 
guaranteed protection of 
the right to vote is 
basically meaningless  

●​ Because of this targeted 
violence, A.A. are almost in 
more danger at this point 
in history than they were 
as enslaved people 

●​ As enslaved people they 
were protected as 
property. Now, as citizens, 
they are threatened for 
asserting their inherent 
right to any kind of 
equality 

●​ Without the protection of 
the right to vote, A.A. were 
essentially caught in a 
Sisyphean existence-- 
government officials in 
power would not protect 
their right to vote, and so 
they could not vote for 
lawmakers who would 
protect their right to vote.  

●​ We see this play out 
throughout the Jim Crow 
Era and even beyond 

●​ Lowndes County in the 
1960s  is an example of 
both the radical violence 
freely wielded by white 
Americans unwilling to 
relinquish political and 
social control as well as 
the unwillingness of Black 
Americans to back down 
against this threat of 
violence.  

●​ Perhaps in Lowndes, 
though, the difference is 
the Black Panther Party’s 
development of a clear, 
complex offensive 
campaign to combat 
white violence 

●​ How does this 
connect 
to/influence her 
advocacy for 
women’s 
suffrage? 

●​ Did Washington/ 
DuBois write 
about lynching in 
the same 
apocalyptic tone? 

●​ Where does Wells 
get her data? 
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