Vocabulary Student Activity
lilyPD
Grab-N-Go
Field Note
Name:

45 minutes-1 hour

Field note (n): a 1-2 page exploration of a word.

Task: Create a field note that explores the meaning, history, and historical significance of a word
connected to your social studies unit.

Instructions:
Choose a vocabulary word from a text you’ve read in this unit.
2. Research the word’s meaning, history, and usage.
3. Organize your findings visually into a 1-2 page field note, using both text and visuals to

1.

explain the significance of the word.

Must/Might Rubric

A social studies field note...

Must...

Might...
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Define the term (preferably in your own
words)

List synonyms and antonyms

Include a visual of the etymology

Include a visual

Explain how the word connects to this unit
Use the word correctly in at least two
sentences

Have a clear organization/be neat
Display the use over time graph
Contextualize a moment of change in the
use over time graph using historical
knowledge (can be an educated
guess/hypothesis)
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Provide multiple, comparative definitions
that show nuance

List synonyms/antonyms that are other
words from our unit

Explain/analyze the etymology
Include multiple visuals

Include an editorial cartoon
Include a primary source quote

Share something you discovered about the
word that you didn’t know before.

Invent new ways to think about the word
Make interdisciplinary connections
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