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Topic to Main Idea 

 
Duration: 25-30 minutes | Overview: Students will identify prominent topics in a text and 
transform them into ranked main ideas.  
 
Materials Needed 

●​ One article for whole-class modeling 
●​ One shorter article for small group practice 
●​ Chart paper or whiteboard space for recording topics and main ideas 
●​ Optional: student activity handout  

 
Before the Activity:  

1.​ Identify & share texts for students to read that relate to your curriculum & share 
them with students.  

2.​ Tell students that today’s strategy will help them identify and evaluate the main 
ideas in a text.  

 
During the Activity:  

1.​ Model the strategy for students using the whole class reading: 
a.​ Read the complete text 
b.​ List 3-4 biggest topics 
c.​ Transform each topic into a main idea statement* 
d.​ Rank main ideas by prominence in the text 

2.​ Allow students time to read the second text.  
3.​ Ask students to work in groups to practice the strategy using the student activity 

handout to guide their work.  
*Tip: remind students: there is a difference between a topic and a main idea. Topics 
are what the text is about; main ideas are what the author is saying about those 
topics. For example: 

●​ Topic: School uniforms 
●​ Main idea: School uniforms reduce distractions and improve focus 

 
After the Activity:  

1.​ Have groups share their main ideas with the class, and write each unique idea on 
the board.  

2.​ As a class, consolidate and rank the main ideas of the passage.  

Grab-N-Go © 2026 by lilyPD is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 4.0. To view a copy of this license, visit  
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/ 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KEBrXXckEPnZkhyb6mwL0xTcrAlOfxRdpU3gXwLxa8M/edit?usp=sharing
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/

	 
	Topic to Main Idea 
	 

